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handheld computer in accordance with a data protocol
which is different from the vehicle bus protocol, a
handheld microprocessor for executing the operating
system software and an external data port which is
physically incompatible with the bus connector of the
data bus and which is connected to said handheld
microprocessor to allow the vehicle data when properly
formatted to pass into said handheld computer; and

. an adapter for creating a data pathway between the bus
connector and said external data port including

1. a data port connector for connection with said exter-
nal data port of said handheld computer,

ii. a bus compatible connector for connection with the
bus connector, and
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iii. an adapter microprocessor connected via the data
pathway with said bus compatible connector for
protocol conversion of the data received from the
vehicle bus for processing by said handheld com-
puter and supplied to said handheld computer
through said data port connector,

wherein the signal levels of the vehicle data appropriate

for transmission by the vehicle bus and for processing
by said handheld computer are respectively different
and wherein said adapter includes level adjustment
means for converting the signal levels of the vehicle
data to the appropriate levels as the vehicle data passes
between the vehicle bus and said handheld computer.
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